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HAWK Beacons on the West Bloomfield and Clinton River Trails

        A Safer Way to Cross

HAWK beacons (also referred 
to as Pedestrian Hybrid  
Beacons) enable trail users 
to safely cross Orchard Lake 
Road. Please study the  
information provided and  
familiarize yourself with how 
the HAWK operates — and keep 
it in mind whether you are on 
the trail or in your vehicle.

The Clinton River Trail and the West Bloomfield Trail cross Orchard Lake Road five times.
Crossing #1 has a traditional traffic signal.

Crossings #2 and #3 are planned to have HAWK beacons installed in 2023.
Crossings #4 and #5 have active HAWK beacons.

Orchard Lake Rd crossing #4



HAWK stands for High Intensity Activated 
CrossWalK. Also referred to as Pedestrian 
Hybrid Beacons, trail users push a button 
to activate the beacon cycle. 

Once activated, Motorists will see a flash-
ing amber light that is followed by a steady 
amber cautioning them to prepare to stop. 
Next, the HAWK beacon will display two 
steady red lights. Drivers must stop for  
the red lights and allow the trail users  
to cross.

Pedestrians see a red “Don’t Walk”  
signal until it is safe for them to cross.  
A countdown timer will display the amount 
of time remaining before vehicular traffic 
is allowed to proceed. Regardless, please 
make sure to look both ways and ensure 
that the crossing is clear before  
proceeding.

As the HAWK beacon is a relatively new 
type of traffic control device, it is likely 
some drivers may not know how to  
respond. Once activated, cyclists and 
pedestrians have the right of way in the 
crosswalk. However, caution is advised; be 
sure drivers are aware of your presence.

What is a 
H.A.W.K. Beacon? HOW THE H.A.W.K. 

BEACON OPERATES
The light
is normally 
dark

Press button
to activate a 
flashing, then 
steady 
amber light

Steady red lights
indicate cars
must stop

Flashing red
cars must stop,
then may 
proceed if 
crosswalk 
is clear
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Friends of the Clinton 
River Trail is an all- 

volunteer group that is 
committed to promoting 

the Clinton River Trail as a 
safe and enjoyable  

recreational destination. For more information, 
to join the group, or to make a donation, please 
visit the website:

www.clintonrivertrail.org

All about the 
H.A.W.K.
Road-Crossing
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Scan this QR code with 
your phone to view a  
video on how these  
and other pedestrian- 
activated signals operate.


